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Moving to Our Future: 
Pricing Options for Equitable Mobility 



Task Force charge:
Inform PBOT and BPS as they 

consider if and how new pricing 
strategies could potentially be 

used more intentionally to 
improve mobility, address the 

climate crisis and advance 
equity.



What does "pricing" 
mean?



The way we 
price our 
transportation 
system has 
big impacts 
on:

How many people use parts of our 

system(demand)

What time of day people travel

The way people choose to get around

Transportation impacts like pollution and 

congestion

Revenue available for other things



Why are we taking a closer look 
at how we price our system?

ÅNot enough road space in 
our growing city if everyone 
drives everywhere by 
themselves.

ÅNeed to use our existing 
space more efficiently  

Unmanaged congestion costs: 

ÅEconomy
ÅHealth
ÅClimate
Costs can be higher for vulnerable 
communities.



Inequities in the current system

Not everyone has access to the same transportation options
Å Almost 31% of Black households do not have a vehicle. Just under 14% of white 

households do not have a vehicle*
Å Average commute times for Black commuters are 20% longer than white commuters *

Transportation is expensive
Å Often the 2nd highest household expense ɀharder for lower income households
Å Gas tax and VRF are regressive

Transportation accounts for about 40% of local greenhouse gas emissions, as well 
as significant amounts of air pollution
Å Extreme weather from climate change and health impacts from air pollution often have 

the most significant impacts on our most vulnerable populations

Transportation investments have been uneven
Å Some have caused displacement and direct harm to communities
Å In other places there has been lack of investment in safe and multimodal facilities leaving 

some communities without sidewalks, crossings or paved streets

* Policy Link, National Equity Atlas



The system we have today has problems.



People drive for many 
reasons

ÅDriving isoften the fastest, 
most reliableoption

ÅPeople have beendisplaced 
and nowlive further from 
jobs, services

ÅCars are often essential for 
transporting kids, elderly, 
disabled

ÅPeopledon't feel safe 
walking, biking,taking transit

ÅWehave a very car centered 
culture



Achieving equitable mobility will take all the tools in the tool box!

Improved 
equitable 
mobility 

Right -of -Way
allocation 

Safe and 
accessible 

infrastructure

Incentives and 
programs

Equitable 
pricing and 

reinvestment

Mobility services 
and options

Efficiency

Transportation 
affordability

Availability

Reliability

Connectivity Accessibility

Quality

Climate 
impact

Air 
quality

Health 
impacts

Traffic 
safety

Personal 
safety

Job 
creation

Thriving 
local 
economy

Working conditions

Prioritizing BIPOC communities



Pricing strategies are proven to help reduce 
congestion and carbon emissions


